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Introduction 
In	Amsterdam	nowadays	many	expats	rent	fully	furnished	apartments.	
Most	of	these	apartments	are	without	rent	restrictions.	That	means	
high	prices.	Buying	a	home	can	be	much	cheaper!		
	

The Dutch interest on mortgages is historically low. So paying of your mortgage can be 
hundreds of euros cheaper than paying for your rent. Or even for the same rent prize you can now own 
your ‘dream house’. 

 
Imagine your own loft on an Amsterdam canal or a detached property with garden for the kids. 

Many possibilities come to mind. 
 

In this e-book I will teach you the easy 
steps to success. Although some 
cases might seem like knocking on an 
open door, they are still profitable.  
 
Enjoy,  
 
 
Arnout 
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Where do I start?  
Take a deep breath. You’re not alone in your confusion. Your 
questions will be answered. 

  
Set up a realistic plan 
So you’re ready to buy a home. Probably it’s your first home 

in The Netherlands. You have spend weeks, probably months, 
trying to find that perfect home. Looking on funda.nl has been a 
consuming task. Maybe you already found a property, but you are 
not sure what the next step is.  

  
Well, now you have to ask yourself a few questions:  
•  What is my budget? 
•  How much money will I need to put down? 
•  Who do I talk with to get a loan? 
  
Guidance 
This step-by- step guide is intended to give you all the quick 

answers you need to get started with the mortgage process. 

Steps to choosing the best Mortgage 
Professional 
After many years of counselling home-
buyers through some very rough waters 
with other mortgage professionals, I’m 
convinced there is only one smart way 
to find an Expat mortgage professional: 
 
1. Select an experienced consultant 
2. No big box banks, dot com’s or giant 
    internet call centres 
3. A referral from a friend, family 
    member or co-worker that has 
    worked with the mortgage profes-  
    sional is a plus 
4. Ask for a specific person with Expat 
    mortgage experience to work with 
5. A consultant with positive online 
    customer reviews  
6. Lastly look for a certified Consultant. 
 
More importantly, you need someone 
you can trust. 
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Common sense 

My reasoning is very simple. You should not be talking to 
a mystery voice on the phone during the most exciting yet 
stressful financial decision of your life! Or talk to your screen to 
somebody on the other side of the country. You need someone 
local who you can see face-to-face when things get rough. 
Someone you can locate easily whenever you have a question.   

Once you find your mortgage professional, give him the 

basic information that is needed to run an accurate mortgage 

preapproval. They will then give you a good faith estimate for 

you to review. Based on your budget. Including down payment 

indication and monthly instalments. TIP: Often these 

consultations are for free.  

  

What you should NOT do is: Call around for rate quotes: 

Interest rates differ by lender, but also by duration and Loan-to-

value. There are some loan officers who will give you a low-ball 

rate that they cannot possibly follow through on. This is just a 

deceptive ploy to get your business. Rather choose a consultant 

who is creative. 

  
 

 
 

The Purchase 
Many houses and apartments are being 
sold in Amsterdam at the moment. That 
is what we call a ‘sellers’ market. Can 
you imagine how difficult this is to 
squeeze in  yourself? Check the 
properties for yourself on http://
www.funda.nl 
But don't act too swiftly! 
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Dream house 
If you have found your dream house 
and decide to negotiate on the prize 
yourself, you might end up with too little 
knowledge of the local market and the 
seller will take you less seriously. The 
result might be over-charged, even if 
you are satisfied! 
Take your own real estate agents! 
Only this course of action guarantees 
fair price on properties! 
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Expat Mortgage 
Application process 

As soon as the process 
begins, you will have to make 
decisions. Your consultant will 
guide you with the entire 
process. And takes care of all 
third parties contacts such as 
the independent appraiser, the 
banks and the civil notary. 
Remember in Amsterdam you 
will visit the notary twice. First 
for the purchase agreement 
secondly for signing the deeds. 

Mortgage Interest 
selection 
One important discussion 
contains Interest. So what is 
better, fixed or adjustable. 
The best mortgage for you 
depends on you goals and 
needs and is very personal 
decision. I made a chart to 
guide you making your 
decision. 

National Mortgage Guarantee 
See if you can apply for National Mortgage guarantee for expats!. 
A Dutch governmental initiative to borrow money. Safely & 
Economically. 
 
The main features include: 
1.Open for the Dutch and Expats (EU) 
2.Benefit by paying a much lower interest rate  
3.Financial protection; if you can no longer pay the mortgage and 
your home needs to be sold, under the NHG, the remaining debt 
can be forgiven. In 2019 the security cost are 0,9% maximum  
€ 2.610,- 
 
 
In 2019 maximum purchase price Eur. 290.000,- 

.  
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Mortgage interest selection guide 

 

 
You should get a fixed interest rate mortgage 
(10, 15, 20, 30 years term periods) 

 

If you: 
• Want stability 

• Want piece of mind 
• Are risk adverse 

• Income stable income 

• Do not ever want to move again 

• Have your dream home 
• Have a long term plan for the house 

 

You should get an adjustable rate mortgage  
1,3,6 month, one year 

 

If you: 
• Plan on moving in the next three to five years 

• Do not mind taking a risk 

• Bought a starter home, knowing you will outgrow it 
quickly 

• Have sufficient savings 
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Income tax 
 Interest on your mortgage as well as 

mortgage related cost are tax deductible on 
income taxes. Such as: 

•  Appraiser cost 
•  Mortgage consultant fee 
•  Notary fee for mortgage 
•  NHG security 

 
Tip: Make sure you fill out the right forms to 
receive your refund monthly or yearly.  
 
 
SUMMARY  
 
1. Start to determine your budget 
2. Look for an independent, specialist mortgage 
   consultant 
3. Ask for free mortgage pre-approval 
4. Purchase your home with a real estate agent 
5. Go into business with mortgage consultant 
6. Sign the deeds at the civil notary  
7. Fill out your tax return 
 
 
 

 
 

Who we are  
Since 1992 I have been a financial advisor. 

After working for ING-Group for six years, I 
decided to start my own business in 1998. Since 
then I have been working for Dutch as well as 
Expats clients. Now we are with three self 
employed senior advisors working together. I was 
accredited as a mortgage advisor in 2001 and 
nominated for best mortgage advisor in 2006 and 
2011. Sincere interest in people and going to the 
limit is our daily work. We know the mortgage 
world like the back of our hand, have good 
contacts and are rarely surprised.  

  
Our smooth process let you start and finish 

the application process comfortable. While giving 
you the comfort and convenience of knowing that 
an experienced mortgage consultant is right there 
with you throughout the entire process 
 
Meet with us 
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Disclaimer and Terms of Use: The Author and 
Publisher has strived to be as accurate and 
complete as possible in the creation of this book, 
notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or 
represent at any time that the contents within are 
accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the 
Internet. While all attempts have been made to 
verify information provided in this publication, the 
Author and Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the 
subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of 
specific persons, peoples, or organizations are 
unintentional. In practical advice books, like 
anything else in life, there are no guarantees of 
income made. Readers are cautioned to rely on 
their own judgment about their individual 
circumstances to act accordingly. This book is not 
intended for use as a source of legal, business, 
accounting or financial advice. All readers are 
advised to seek services of competent 
professionals in the legal, business, accounting, 
and finance fields. Written by: Arnout J. Punt 


